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Helpful Resources
The Daviess County Public Schools district recently  

completed its sixth successful DCPS@Home day. 

 

Staff members are reminded about information posted on 

our website that may be helpful for you and for our  

families. We invite you to review and be familiar with the  

following resources regarding days when school is not in 

session or when our schedule is modified in response to 

weather and other circumstances. Please feel free to share 

these links and information with students and families!  

 

All pages are easily accessible from our homepage of 

www.dcps.org or you can go directly to these pages at the 

links included below. 

 

The DCPS@Home website includes links to assignments 

for students in preschool through grade 12. This page also 

includes information about how to contact our DCPS Tech 

Team, which is available to assist students and staff on 

DCPS@Home days. View that page HERE. 

  

Staff members are encouraged to be familiar with our  

district procedures regarding cancellations, delays and 

early dismissals, and guidance regarding after-school and 

evening activities. Go directly to that page HERE. 

 

Thank you for your commitment to staying informed!  

If you have questions or need more information, please 

contact your building leader or write to contact@dcps.org
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DCPS “Kids First” Teacher of the Year Award  

nominations are being accepted through Monday, Feb. 14.  
 

We believe great teachers are: 

n Student-Centered n Engagement Driven 

n Passionate About Teaching and Learning 

n Able to Develop and Maintain Positive Relationships 

n Committed to a Growth Mindset 

n Dedicated to Communication with All Groups 

n Knowledgeable About Content 

n A Team Player n Prepared 

n Coachable n Invested 
 

If you know a DCPS teacher who puts “Kids First” in 

these important areas, please complete THIS brief  

nomination form, providing a one- or two-sentence  

example about how your nominee demonstrates any two 

of the characteristics listed above. Your gift of five  

minutes will reward a teacher for a lifetime!  
 

DCPS will recognize Teachers of the Year at each of three 

levels: Elementary, middle and high school. These  

individuals will also represent our district as nominees for 

state-level Teacher of the Year honors. 
 

Submit your Teacher of the Year nomination HERE.

Kids First Award Nominations Closing Soon

DCPS “Kids First” Support Staff Awards recognize  

outstanding members of our classified team whose  

contributions make the success of our district – and our 

students – possible. There are two separate awards in this 

category. Winners will advance as our district’s nominees 

for statewide honors. The nomination deadline for these 

awards is Monday, Feb. 14.  

Customer Service Award nominees should process a 

trademark spirit of service, innovation and commitment to 

others in a way that positively impacts the lives of those 

in the school community. Click HERE to nominate a 

DCPS support staff employee who goes above and  

beyond in serving our students and families for the “Kids 

First” Customer Service Award! 

The DCPS Kids First Support Professional Award will 

honor members of the support staff who are exceptional at 

their jobs and provide exceptional support to students 

and/or staff. Click HERE to nominate a DCPS support 

staff employee for the Kids First Support Professional 

Award! 

Questions about the DCPS Kids First Award program may 

be directed to contact@dcps.org 

Travel Experience Available
DCHS social studies teacher Cindy Stilwell is organizing 

an educational and cultural travel experience to Ireland. 

Travel dates are July 14-24, 2023. Cost for the 11-day  

experience is approximately $4,500. A payment plan is 

available with a $99 deposit. Click HERE to review  

details about this adventure, which features visits to St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral, the Cobh Heritage Center, Kilkenny 

Castle, Rock of Cashel, Blarney Castle, Ring of Kerry, 

Cliffs of Moher and much more. Nine breakfasts and four 

dinners are included, along with seven sight-seeing tours.  

Contact Cindy at 270-302-8832 for more information.  

(Note: This is not a DCPS-sponsored event.)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcEv9ltb2SH5n6U_nudoEH4vq2VRYq7136hImyK_yTWzdoMQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcEv9ltb2SH5n6U_nudoEH4vq2VRYq7136hImyK_yTWzdoMQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjBZgH1wO7RdZ_iHghTz3MRrvxVoIL2mtp2lHj262MQc3_3Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWKYVudP6nKrwWCEaVI5n907yTCQ8h3l020XvTytR8hd15oA/viewform
https://www.grouptoursite.com/tours/stilwellEIR


Show Your Support of our #BeKindDCPS kindness  

campaign by sharing this important message on a short- 

or long-sleeve T, sweatshirt or hoodie. Prices start at only 

$6.35 and styles are available in pink or grey. Order by 

Sunday, Feb. 13, for delivery to schools/buildings the 

week of Feb. 21. Click HERE to create an account, view 

store and place your order! 

Post stories and experiences of kindness on social media this month 

using the hashtag #BeKindDCPS! 
 

Let kindness blossom across Daviess County and the world!

Toby Koller and Nathan Kirby, members of our DCPS 

Maintenance Department, took a moment to show their 

support of our #BeKindDCPS” campaign while working 

at Whitesville Elementary School. Principal Dr. Tricia 

Murphy said, “I cannot say enough great things about the 

DCPS Maintenance team! They ae constantly serving  

others, and they are always so kind when they visit our 

school to work. They are friendly to students and greet 

them, and are always so kind to staff as well. They’re 

truly willing to do anything possible to put Kids First!”

AES Shirt Sale 
The Audubon Elementary School Diversity Council is 

selling shirts to raise awareness and inspire kindness in 

our community. Click HERE to download an order form, 

which may be sent by courier to Amber Minton at AES by 

Monday, Feb. 14. T-shirts and sweatshirts are available in 

youth and adult sizes and feature the design pictured 

above. For more information, contact Sara Duke at 

sara.duke@daviess.kyschools.us 

My Kindness Story 
I had two amazing mentor 

teachers in my earliest years in 

the classroom. Their gift of 

kindness came as a gift of time 

and conversations. Doug Van 

Fleet and Nancy Page were – 

and still are – master band  

directors who enriched my life 

with their stories and very 

sound advice, usually over a 

cup of coffee or a quick lunch in the band office. 

 

Did an act of kindness made a difference in your life 

when you were a student or just starting your career? 

Send your stories to grapevine@dcps.org 

Kindness Through 

Service to Others

Karen Alward

https://cspcampaigns.com/bekinddcps/shop/home
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/AES EDC shirts.pdf?id=45632


Healthy Lifestyle Tip of the Week

EAP is here for you 
The Daviess County Public Schools district has partnered 

with Owensboro Health to provide an employee  

assistance program for our staff. Owensboro Health EAP 

is conveniently located at the HealthPark, 1006 Ford Ave., 

with other locations in Madisonville and Greenville. 
 

Call the HealthPark EAP at 270-688-1547 to schedule an 

appointment for counseling in the areas of anxiety, 

chronic illness and pain, depression, drug and alcohol 

problems, marital problems, parenting concerns, stress or 

post-traumatic stress disorder. Individual, family and 

group sessions are available, and teletherapy is also  

offered. This benefit is available to contracted employees 

and their immediate household family members and  

includes up to six visits at no cost to the employee.

The DCPS district is continuing our employee wellness 

activities by encouraging everyone 

to continue the good work we 

began in January! Winners of the 

Wellness BINGO program will be 

announced soon; if you have not  

already submitted your card to  

your office secretary, please do so 

immediately..  
 

Our February activity will focus on 

perfect attendance! The DCPS  

location that achieves the highest 

percentage of employee attendance 

this month will win a Food Truck 

visit! Note: Absences related to COVID-19, Workers 

Comp, FMLA and personal days do not count against 

your attendance tally. 
 

Let’s have some fun and friendly competition this  

semester! Let the challenge begin! 
 

Courtney Payne, DCPS Human Resources Manager 

courtney.payne@daviess.kyschools.us

Courtney Payne

February 

Wellness Activity

If you need to reduce stress at your desk, look no further than a 

good stretch! Throughout a typical day, it’s normal for tension to 

build up in our shoulders, neck and back. Doing a few simple 

yoga moves can help relieve that tension – and you can do it 

while seated in a chair! This week, practice stretching your  

muscles and letting stress go! 
 

The benefits of exercise as stress relief are well-documented, but 

it’s understandable if you can’t always get up and take a walk 

during a stressful day. Fortunately, you can still engage in some 

light physical activity without having to leave your work station 

or desk. Any movement is good for your body as well as your 

mind; it will get your blood flowing and direct more oxygen to 

your brain. 
 

Chair yoga is a great practice, especially when accompanied by 

some deep, cleansing breaths. These poses can help calm the 

body and mind while easing muscle tension. Click HERE for two 

brief videos that will guide you in getting started!

https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/destress-monday/chair-yoga


DCPS Schools 

will be 

in session on 

Make-Up Day 

Monday, 

Feb. 21

Asbestos Update 
In compliance with the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s regulations, it is required annually to  

inform all PTO, PTA organizations, and all DCPS 

employees of the status of asbestos-containing  

materials in each school. 
  

Any DCPS building constructed before 1988 has 

some form of asbestos. There are a few things you 

need to know regarding this subject. Every building 

in the district has been inspected for asbestos and all 

known asbestos-containing building materials have 

been identified. A management plan has been  

developed and a copy of that plan is now in the main  

office of your building. A composite plan is also on 

file at the Maintenance Shop and Central Office. 

These plans are available to the public and we  

encourage you to be aware of the location of these 

materials in your building. 
 

David Shutt has been appointed as the Local  

Educational Agency Designee. If you have any  

questions regarding this matter or observe a change 

in the status of these materials, please let him know 

immediately: 270-852-7060 ext. 12719 or 

david.shutt@daviess.kyschools.us 
 

The Daviess County Public Schools district is  

committed to adhering to the law concerning  

asbestos and is continually striving to make our 

buildings a safe place to work and learn.

Guidance Counselor 

Appreciation Week

Thank you to the amazing guidance counselors who are 

so dedicated to providing support, encouragement and 

love to the students of Daviess County Public Schools. 

We appreciate your “Kids First” spirit of service! 

Follow the Daviess County Teachers Federal Credit 

Union @dctfcu on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for 

quick budgeting and account tips and tricks!

Daviess County High  

School is hosting the annual  

Southeastern Color Guard 

Circuit Indoor Competition  

at 2 p.m.  Saturday, Feb. 12. 

Doors open at 1 p.m.  

Admission is $10. The SCGC contest will showcase 30  

performing groups from Kentucky and Tennessee.  

Contact Nathan Clark at DCHS for more information.

DCHS hosting Color 

Guard contest


